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smashing up a pirate fleet and sinking a flotilla
of Flemish privateers. The mouth of the Scheldt,
in 1539, was full of vessels ready to take a hostile
army into England. But such, a fighting fleet
prepared to meet them that Henry's enemies
forbore to strike.

In 1539, too, came the discovery of the art of
tacking, by Fletcher of Rye, Henry's shipwright
friend, a discovery forever memorable in the an-
nals of seamanship. Never before had any kind
of craft been sailed a single foot against the wind.
The primitive dugout on which the prehistoric
savage hoisted the first semblance of a sail, the
ships of Tarshish, the Roman transport in which
St. Paul was wrecked, and the Spanish caravels
with which Columbus sailed to worlds unknown,
were, in principle of navigation, all the same. But
now Fletcher ran out his epoch-making vessel,
with sails trimmed fore and aft, and dumbfounded
all the shipping in the Channel by beating his
way to windward against a good stiff breeze.
This achievement marked the dawn of the modern
sailing age.

And so it happened that in 1545 Henry, with a
new-born modern fleet, was able to turn defi-
antly on Francis. The English people rallied